Family Troubles = Church Troubles
If you want to help the church grow, love your family and meet your responsibilities to them.  It may win more souls to God and enhance the atmosphere of the church as well. Conversely, if you want to bring heartache into the lives of elders and brethren, ignore your obligations to your family. The trouble it brings will place a weight around their necks that only prayer and perseverance can make manageable. “He who troubles his own house will inherit the wind”… and hurt a lot of other people along the way. 

What church has not had to respond to marriage troubles that lead to divorce? What eldership has not had to wrestle with family members who won’t get along? What congregation has not felt the heartache of seeing one of their young people go the way of the world? Sin hurts family members, both domestically and spiritually. So when  husbands won’t love their wives, or wives won’t respect their husbands, or parents won’t spend time with their children, or children aren’t taught to respect God, or siblings won’t forgive one another, trouble is coming for everyone involved...including the church. Brethren will be asked to compromise God’s will on divorce because of the emotional turmoil within a Christian’s marriage. Elders will be expected to make an exception to withdrawal because of their relationship with the family of the erring. Brethren will be asked to take sides in a family conflict to show loyalty. This must not be case for the Lord and His people. Our allegiance is always to God first (Matt. 10:37-39; Acts 5:29) and then to His righteous people. The church may have a small part in helping people get along and do the right thing (Phil. 4:2-3), but the brunt of responsibility is on the members of the family. They each must meet the obligations God expects of them: wives submit to your husbands (Col. 3:18), husbands love your wives and do not be bitter toward them (v. 19), children obey your parents (v. 20), fathers do not provoke your children to wrath (v. 21). Forgive one another as family! (v. 13)

When you act like a faithful Christian as a mate, child, parent, sibling, and in-law, you will not only bring peace into your home, you will also save the church a lot of heartache and trouble.  
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