Faith Healer Needs Attorney

In 2002, Sophia Reitan won an $80,000 settlement in a $4 million lawsuit against Upper Room Tabernacle Ministries in Dix Hills, NY. She broke her arm after falling backwards onto a hard surface when a ‘religious-bodily experience’ occurred during a healing service.   
‘The minister placed his hands on her forehead and she had a religious-bodily experience, causing her to fall backwards, crashing onto the hard-surface floor,’ said attorney Andrew Siben. Reitan needed surgery on her broken left arm. She sued the church, claiming someone should have been there to catch her. (New York Post, Feb. 5, 2002) 
I wonder if Jesus ever had to have an attorney represent him in a lawsuit by someone injured at one of His “healing services”? Did the apostles have to line up behind people to catch them as Jesus slapped them on the forehead (to cast out demons and back trouble)? If they didn’t, and the people fell to the ground and broke their arm, would Jesus and the apostles then turn to their attorney to help them out of such a mess? Is this why He made Luke the physician an apostle; because people were getting injured at His healing services?
This is pathetic. A woman is injured at a NY healing service? Are you serious? What more do people need to see that these “faith healers” are nothing more than religious magicians performing illusions to dupe the audience? Nobody has the power to miraculously heal the sick or perform the miracles the apostles did. Handkerchiefs were taken from Paul’s body to cure people and cast out demons (Acts 19:11, 12). What performer today can do the same with those in hospitals and mental institutions? Can they use handkerchiefs to heal people who are legitimately sick? Only in their dreams! They can’t even clear out a doctor’s office let alone a hospital. Nobody has these powers today because those days are over. The purpose for miracles through men no longer exists, nor does the means by which men received these powers, which was through the Holy Spirit (Heb. 2:3, 4). The only way Christians received the Holy Spirit in the New Testament was through the laying on of the apostles hands (Acts 8:17, 18; 19:6). These powers were given for a temporary period until the complete word of God was given (1 Cor. 13:8-10). Since we now have all of God’s word, and the last apostles died centuries ago, we no longer have the means nor the need for miraculous powers of the Holy Spirit. The stunts you see today by so-called healers are nothing more than illusions and gimmickry. 
A woman breaks her arm at a healing service, and yet people still turn to these sideshows for God’s guidance. Unbelievable. The apostle Paul was right, “But evil men and imposters will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived” (2 Tim. 3:13). We might add, suing and being sued.

Mike Thomas   
Standing Firm, 
March 2008

