Eye Dollar Tree
 
Of all the trees in the world that pose a threat to God’s people, the deadliest one is the “eye dollar tree.” It’s not a new class of foliage that only a horticulturist would recognize. An eye dollar tree is something as old as time, and was a problem for many of God’s people in times past. God sent Israel into captivity for worshiping it — “they rejected His statutes and His covenant...they followed idols, became idolaters, and went after the nations who were all around them, concerning whom the LORD had charged them that they should not do like them” (2 Kings 17:15). Recognize the tree now?
When the Jews practiced idolatry, they were worshipping the product of human imagination and desire. Baal existed only in the minds of men as a source of immorality and debauchery. When Israel “caused their sons and daughters to pass through the fire” (v. 17), in offering human sacrifices unto Molech, they did so unto a god that did not occupy a space in the heavens. He was real in philosophy only, and was powerless apart from his worshippers. This process made Isaiah observe how Israel would cut down a tree, burn part of it to cook their food, “And the rest of it he makes into a god, his carved image. He falls down before it and worships it, prays to it and says, ‘Deliver me, for you are my god!’ They do not know nor understand; for He has shut their eyes, so that they cannot see, and their hearts, so that they cannot understand” (Isa. 44:17-18). 
If we think idolatry was a problem for the Jews only, we are deceived. We may not bow down to the exact same images they did, but we have just as many things in the material world that serve the same purpose. Paul said the act of “covetousness...is idolatry” (Col. 3:5). And there are many things in our world that can pose that problem for us. We must constantly fight off that which threatens our devotion to God and steals away our affection for Him. 
We are so immersed in a world that worships the eye dollar tree that that we don’t even realize our attachment to it. If you don’t believe me, let one of our peers get a better paying job, nicer home, or a newer car (or child / grandchild!) and see how “happy and content” we are to let them have those things without us. We profess a love for God above all else—as long as we get what we want. And it goes well beyond material possession. Some of us will pattern our entire life after things that get us the most recognition and praise from others, even using religion if we have to (Matt. 6:5). This is all part of worshiping the eye dollar tree, which is based on worldliness: “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:15). 
Baal’s name may have been peeled off the image, but his influence is still here and very much alive. You can see it in how Christians will miss worship services and Bible classes to watch television. Television! A product invented and operated by men—and people are selling their eternal soul to serve it more than God. It is even preferred by many over reading the Bible and praying each day. If only they could show the same passion for God that they do to a person who throws around a ball or acts out a drama, but the allurement of Baal has convinced them to love human achievement more than Almighty God. What a pity.
To mock the Jew for worshipping a piece of wood they shaped in the form of a god, and live every waking second of our day in the pursuit of human accomplishment, is just as sinful. From whence came sports and athletics: heaven or men? And music? Novels? Cars, houses, buildings, clothing and (dare I ask) money? Who made these things—man or God? They may have been shaped from God’s creation, but they were fashioned into those forms by men. Their only significance comes from the value men place on them. These lifeless ideals have neither the ability nor the power to save us from sin or give us hope of eternal life.  
The Spirit warned that there would come a time when people would be “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God” (2 Tim. 3:4). This will always be the case in a world that has eye dollar tree. And it will cost us our eternal soul if we don’t repent of it and seek first the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, “put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5).
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