Evil People
There are some truly evil people in the world. Those who would take advantage of the innocent, slander the upright, do violence to the defenseless, and spread lies on the righteous. The government has the task of rendering God’s judgment against such evildoers (Rom. 13:4), but how does He want individuals to respond?
Love them. Such a radical concept taught by Jesus—to love your enemies. Nevertheless He said, “love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matt. 5:44, 45).

Anyone can love those who love them in return. The real challenge in being like God is to show that same love and kindness to those who don’t deserve it. What if God was only kind to those who were kind to Him? How many would have the forgiveness of sin? Jesus said we would not even enjoy the blessings of sunlight and rain if God was not kind to His enemies. If He can do that, we can certainly bless those who curse us and pray for those who misuse us.  
Do not return evil. Not only must we pray for our enemy, we must not return evil for evil (Rom. 12:17). Jesus “committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth” (1 Pet. 2:22) yet He was still hated. Godly people will be hated today by those whose guilty conscience is bothered by an honest, upright example (John 3:19). The easy thing to do is to sit back and let evil prevail, and no longer stand for what’s right, but how will goodness be preserved in the world if everyone adopted that philosophy? It is righteousness that preserves a nation, not indifference (Pro. 14:34). Godliness must be defended in a world of darkness (Eph. 5:11-14). Nevertheless, let us shine our light without returning evil for evil. “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:21). No one is benefitted when godly people return curse for curse, lie for lie, or evil for evil.
When it comes to evil, we are either promoting it or praying for it. Which are you? More importantly, are you saved from sin? Good people need saving too (Acts 10:1-6, 48). –Mike Thomas
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