Are We Eternal?
J.F. Rutherford, one of the founders of the Jehovah Witness faith, taught people to dismiss the belief of eternal punishment. He wrote, “For a long time men have been taught that the punishment for the wicked, those who disobey God, is everlasting torment or torture in a hell burning with unquenchable fire and brimstone…It is another doctrine of Satan, used to blind the people” (The Harp of God, p. 47). He instead taught that all souls are unconscious at death and the only ones brought back to life are the ones who believe in Jesus (p. 45). All unbelievers will have “everlasting death, with no hope of a resurrection” (p. 51). Oh, that this were so! 

I’m like you in that I don’t like to think about the possibility of suffering for an eternity apart from God. Who would enjoy such a thought? However, that does not change the reality of what Jesus taught. He said we’re alert after death, both the saved and the lost (Luke 16:22-25). He persuaded men with eternal life (John 6:40, 54; 10:28) as well as warned of eternal damnation (Matt. 25:45-46; Mark 9:42-48). To accept Jesus’ teachings on heaven without accepting His teachings on hell is dishonest. If one is true based on His word, the other must be equally true. The Lord said, “all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation” (John 5:28-29). In whose words will we entrust our eternal soul: Rutherford or Jesus? Who has proven He is qualified to speak on eternity (2 Tim. 1:10) and man’s eternal soul (Acts 17:30-31)? 
Life is nothing more than a test with eternal consequences. Will we live for the world and its lusts, and suffer eternally for it (Rom. 2:5-11; Gal. 5:19-21)? Or will we be wise and choose life and faith in God, and live forever (Mark 8:35-38; John 3:15)? If the dead could return, they would beg us to love and obey God, and to be saved from sin through faith in Jesus—“And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him” (Heb. 5:9). To obey Jesus for salvation we must have faith (Acts 18:8), repent of sin (Acts 2:38), confess faith in Him (Rom. 10:9-10), and be immersed in water for the forgiveness of sins (1 Pet. 3:21). From one eternal soul to another, let us be wise and choose to walk by faith in Christ. –Mike Thomas
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