Eternal Security
The doctrine of eternal security creates problems for many. “How can we have eternal security as Christians if we are supposed to avoid sin?” This is a good question. The advocate for eternal security (i.e., “once saved always saved”) responds with, “If we must maintain our salvation by our own good works, then it is no longer by grace.” What does the Bible teach on this subject?

My understanding is that God’s will is somewhere in the middle of these views. It is absolutely true that salvation is by God’s grace. There is nothing we can do to deserve the mercy He extends to us through His beloved Son. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Pet. 1:3). It is also true, however, that the person saved by God’s grace will obey Him in faith (Heb. 5:9; Jas. 2:24). This is how we love Jesus (Jn. 15:14).
The problem for man is when he adds the word “only” to Bible doctrines. To say man is saved by “grace only” or “faith only” or “works only” is to reach conclusions God never intended. The grace of God may extend salvation to man, but he has the responsibility to respond in faith and obedience to receive that salvation. It has always been that way. When God told Noah how to survive the flood, He was offering that salvation to Noah because he “found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Gen. 6:8). Noah, however, had to have enough faith to obey God’s plan to build the ark to find salvation. In doing so, he could not thump his chest and boast, “Look how I have saved myself from the flood!” Noah was saved because God saved him, and not himself. Nevertheless, “By faith Noah…moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household” (Heb. 11:7). This same combination of grace, faith, and works of obedience will be true in our salvation from sin. Remove any one of these qualities and we remain lost from God.
The person who says, “I’m eternally secure because of God’s grace” and ignores what God says about righteous living is gravely deceived (1 John 3:4-10; 1 Cor. 10:12). But the person who says, “I must save myself by works to get to heaven” is just as deceived (Eph. 2:8-9). Salvation is by God’s grace—you can never do enough good to deserve it. Therefore, place your faith in Him today and receive the grace He is extending through His only begotten Son. This requires faith, confession, repentance, and baptism (Acts 8:30-38; 16:30-33), and being faithful unto death (Rev. 2:10). Any other path is a false security. –Mike Thomas
Live Radio Program on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. on 106.3 F.M.

Beaver Dam Church of Christ
www.beaverdamchurch.com
