Entertainment at Church
When Jesus was on earth, He felt it necessary to rebuke the Jews who were misusing the Lord’s Temple. It was intended to be a place of worship and sacrifice, but by the time of Christ many were using it as a place of business and corruption. Jesus’ response was simple. He pulled out a whip, overturned their money tables, and drove them out with the charge, “Take these things away! Do not make My Father's house a house of merchandise!” (John 2:16).  
The Jewish Temple has long since been removed from God’s will. The closest representation of it today is the Lord’s church (1 Cor. 3:16-17; Eph. 2:21). Christians are to be priests who offer spiritual sacrifices in worship (1 Pet. 2:5). Unfortunately, like the Jews, many are using the church for things Jesus never intended: entertainment, business, politics, and corruption. Churches not only engage in entertainment and social programs, they depend on them to survive. Thus, the continual circus-like atmosphere in many outreach programs centered on carnivals, concerts, and candy. If we think Jesus would be silent to this if He were on earth today, we are of all men most foolish. That whip of His would be used so much it’d be worn down to a shoestring! 

My good friends, where is our faith? The power to save man from sin is the gospel (Rom. 1:16). The work of the church is spiritual (Eph. 4:11-16). When Christians tried to make the church a place for social meals, Paul rebuked them saying, “Do you not have houses to eat and drink in?” (1 Cor. 11:22, 34). There’s nothing wrong with social meals and activities; it’s just not the purpose of the church to provide them. The Lord’s work is much too important to reduce it down to food and entertainment. 

When we stand before God in judgment, to give account for our life (2 Cor. 5:10), what will have mattered most from our time on earth: entertainment or salvation from sin? Then that’s the kind of work the church should be doing. Anything less than that will be overturned by Jesus. –Mike Thomas
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