An Eloquent Preacher
It is rare to find a public speaker who is truly eloquent and powerful in his skills. We might hear a good public speaker every now and then, but an eloquent speaker comes along only so often. The Bible tells of a tremendous public speaker who was converted to Christianity. His name was Apollos and “being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of John” (Acts 18:25). 

Despite his ability to teach God’s word effectively, Apollos had to be taken aside by two Christians who “explained to him the way of God more accurately” (v. 26). Apollos was a gifted man using his abilities to the glory of God, with what knowledge he had of God’s word, but he was lacking in that he did not have a clear understanding of the truth. His problem was he was still teaching the baptism of John, which had long expired by the time of Acts 18. John was sent to prepare people for the coming Messiah—teaching Jews to be baptized for the remission of sins (Luke 3:3-6). By the time of Acts 18, Jesus had already come, died, returned to heaven, and had set up His kingdom: the church (Acts 2:30-33). The baptism that is now in effect is not the baptism of John (in preparing people for the coming Messiah), but the baptism of Jesus (which places people in Christ; Gal. 3:27). Apollos was ignorant of this, learned the truth, and then obeyed the Lord. This is evident by the fact that soon after being corrected, he “vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ” (Acts 18:28). 
This account should cause us to take seriously several things: (1) eloquent speakers are not right unless they teach the truth of God’s word; (2) we can be sincerely wrong in religion and must submit to the truth once we learn it; and (3) why we are baptized makes a difference to God. If we haven’t obeyed the baptism that places us in Christ, which is for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), like Apollos, we must learn the way of God more accurately and submit to it (Acts 19:1-6). We might be sincerely wrong, but when we learn the truth we will either cease to be wrong, or cease to be sincere.  --Mike Thomas
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