Elders in Every Church
If we are to restore New Testament Christianity to our present generation, we must follow exactly the pattern and layout given by Jesus and His apostles. One example of this is how we approach church government.

In the New Testament, we see that each local church was independently governed by a particular group of men known as elders, bishops, overseers, pastors, and presbyters. (See Acts 20:17, 28; Titus 1:5, 7; 1 Tim. 4:14.) These names all describe the same group of men whose authority did not extend beyond the local church they were members of (1 Pet. 5:1, 2). Not just anyone could be an elder / bishop / overseer. This role was performed only by men who met the strict qualifications (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9).
Notice the instructions given by Paul to Titus, “For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you” (Titus 1:5). He then added “for a bishop must be blameless,” the husband of one wife and so on (vv. 6, 7). To Paul, the role of an elder was the same as a bishop, for they were one in the same. He was describing the same person and the same work to be performed. The idea of there being varying degrees of bishops (with varying degrees of oversight) is foreign to the New Testament. The Lord’s plan is for every church to have a plurality of qualified men serving as overseers and elders of that church (Acts 14:23). 
Today, we have drifted from the original pattern of the New Testament. Nowadays, churches are overseen by a single pastor, a series of bishops, or some other organization – most being overseen by an earthly headquarters or synod. Good friends, this is not the pattern given by Lord! In the New Testament, there is no such thing as an earthly headquarters ruling over churches, or a single man having oversight over one or many churches. This not only leads to corruption, it violates the pattern set forth by Christ. 

If we work God’s plan, God’s plan will work.  –Mike Thomas
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