How to Keep Good Elders
 
God wants every local church to have qualified men serving as elders. One of the first works Paul and Barnabas did upon establishing a local congregation was appoint elders in every church (Acts 14:23). Paul told Titus, “For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you” (Titus 1:5). It is evident in the New Testament that every local church of Christ should either appoint elders or keep working to have them appointed. A church will always be “lacking” until this God-given task is met.   
Appointing elders, however, is not the entirety of God’s will. He wants men to serve as elders in shepherding the flock (1 Pet. 5:2, 3) and for Christians to follow their lead (Heb. 13:7). A local church must cooperate with its elders to fully perform God’s will. 
Pray for them. Elders are capable of departing from the faith by falling into the same condemnation of the devil through pride (1 Tim. 3:6). We must pray for their service and faith, as prayer can make a difference (Rom. 15:30, 31; Col. 4:12). And since they are more accountable because of their work as elders (Heb. 13:17), we should pray for their faith all the more. 
Encourage them. Caring for the church comes at a personal sacrifice of time and energy (2 Cor. 11:28). Such dedication in elders warrants our support as Christians—“recognize those who labor among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake” (1 Thess.  5:12, 13). Since an elder cannot serve without a godly wife, who is just as dedicated to the Lord’s work (1 Tim. 3:11), we should remember them in our prayers and support as well. 
Submit to them. God tells Christians to “Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls” (Heb. 13:17). Notice that the verse does not read, “Obey those you like and submit to those you agree with.” Submission is not based on agreement (Rom. 13:1); it’s based on doing things decently and in order through God’s word. There’s only one exception to submission (Acts 5:29). Otherwise, God wants us to yield to the elders by following their lead, knowing they must give account for the decisions being made. Obey God. Submit to your elders.
What are you doing to carry out God’s will of having godly elders in every church? 
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