The Elder’s Wife
We remember the elders in our prayers on a regular basis, and rightly so. The men who serve the Lord in this capacity have a very important work— “for they watch out” for the souls of members within the local church (Heb. 13:17). How often, though, do we remember the elders’ wives in our prayers, either publicly or privately? 

Since no man would qualify to serve as an elder without a godly wife, the elder’s wife is an invaluable role in the local church. It is the second qualification Paul gives in credentials for potential elders: “if a man is blameless, the husband of one wife” (Titus 1:6). But marriage itself does not qualify a man to serve as a bishop in the Lord’s church. He must also be a man who leads his children in the Lord, not a lover of money, hospitable, and a teacher of sound doctrine. Not one of these is possible or easily accomplished if the would-be elder has to constantly battle a wife who does not have the same goals and aspirations. How can he raise his children to be in submission if she constantly undermines his discipline and training? What success will he have in controlling the family budget, in not loving money, if she continually runs up the credit cards or spends beyond the family’s income? How can he practice hospitality if she never wants to have strangers in the home? What chance does he have of excelling in his abilities to teach God’s word if she discourages a sincere love for the truth or constantly persuades him to adopt error? Remember, it was Eve who convinced Adam to eat the forbidden fruit, not Satan (cf., 1 Tim. 2:14). 

But qualifying to serve as an elder and actually meeting the demands of the work are two different things. There will be nights when their family time will be interrupted to help a member with a problem. There will be inconveniences as she has to wait around after services, when everyone else is gone, so her husband can meet a need of the church. There will moments of despair as she sees her husband struggle with the weight of the load of leading a flock. 

Good men don’t just happen. They are developed into good leaders with the assistance of the Lord and good people, especially a godly wife. If a church is fortunate enough to have good elders, they should be sure to offer petitions and prayers on behalf of the elders’ wives as well. For, an elder’s wife needs to be just as trustworthy and committed to the Lord as her husband if they are going to be a blessing to the local church. “Likewise their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things” (1 Tim. 3:11).  
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