An Open Letter to Elders
 
This is an open letter to the elders of this church to encourage them to open the church’s treasury to pay for people’s bills. We’re not a church with millions in the bank, but we do have money in the treasury that we can use to help people in this community. 
Instead of using the church’s money to spread the gospel or to meet the necessities of assembling each week, I say we take that money and give everyone in our community a new TV or a gift certificate to a restaurant. We could also send out vouchers to pay for electric bills, gas bills, cable bills, or whatever they want. The church could make its sole purpose that of a fund-raiser for people’s financial needs. From health care to hot dogs, and lawn care to little league, we can make the church an institution designed to meet the financial obligations of the community. 
But wait a second, I just realized something. If the church gets into the business of paying bills for everyone, who will preach the gospel? What other institution is there in the community that will pay for the teaching of God’s word or provide a place for saints to assemble each week? I mean it’s only fair, right? If the church is expected to pay for everyone’s hospital bills and cable bills, the church should have businesses pay for its need as well, right? That being the case, what other institution in the community is willing to provide a place for Christians to obey the command to assemble? We also need someone who is able to teach the gospel to the lost as well as edify the saints from the word of God. Should we call people at random in the community to help out in this effort? We get phone calls all the time from people wanting handouts from the church, so shouldn’t we do the same with the church’s needs? 
Perhaps this whole mess can be avoided if we let God’s church do what it was intended to do and let individuals and secular businesses do what they are supposed to do. When the church tries to pays the bills for everyone it is burdened with responsibilities that God never intended it to have (1 Tim. 5:16). God needs a group of people on earth who is willing to spread His word and to assemble each week for worship and edification. There will be financial needs in meeting these responsibilities, that is for sure, which is why the church is to have a weekly collection from its members (1 Cor. 16:1, 2). But to take that money and use it for personal reasons is not only stealing from the Lord, it is corrupting the work God has given His church. If the church is using its money to pay the bills of everyone in the community, it no longer meets its intended purpose as the pillar and ground of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15). And what good is the church if it distributes food and pays electric bills, but is not preparing people for the Judgment Day? 
On second thought, I retract my public letter to the elders. The church should keeps its money for the Lord’s work, and let people pay for what they want out of their own checking accounts. It’s the reason God tells us to go out and get a job (Eph. 4:28). If individuals and businesses want to contribute to the Lord’s work that’s their decision, but God’s church is limited in what it can do with His money.
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