Elderly Children
It is possible to be a child for life. Can you believe it? It happens. Especially spiritually. We are capable of being people who emulate the less favorable qualities of a child: impatience, petty quarrelling, rash treatment of others, and so on. 

The apostle Paul told the Corinthians that he wanted to discuss deeper, more meaningful aspects of Christianity with them, but he could not because they were immature (1 Cor. 3:1). He later told them to “not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be mature” (14:20). If we were to translate these statements into everyday language, we would hear him saying things like: “Stop fighting amongst yourselves. Stop the bickering. Put away the selfish tantrums. Become more mature in your thinking and patience. Act like Christ in your opinion, humility, and treatment of others. Take seriously your treatment of God’s word.” And so on. In short, Paul would ask, “Why don’t you people just grow up?” 

What a shame it is when we do not mature at a normal rate as the people of God. The writer of Hebrews had to tell his readers that the time had come and gone for them to mature in Christ. They had been given plenty of time to advance spiritually as Christians, but they were still struggling in their commitment to God. How did he know this about them? “For by this time you ought to be teachers you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food” (Hebrews 5:12). 

Have you ever wondered why some Christians depart from the truth or fail to remain faithful to God’s will? Or why some Christians are so brazen in their treatment of others, especially over petty matters? (I once read of brethren being at odds over which color the new carpet should be in the church building.) Why do Christians divide over the silliest things? One reason is a failure to grow. They have not grown in their understanding of God’s unselfish, sacrificial spirit (1 John 4:7-11). They failed to maintain the Christian code of conduct: “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself” (Phil. 2:3). Somewhere in time, they turned that verse around to read, “Do all things through selfish ambition and conceit, and always esteem yourself better than others.” What a childish thing to do.

As painful as it is to serve instead of being served, we must maintain that mindset if we are to mature in Christ. Being an old Christian and growing old in Christ are not the same thing. We must not mistaken our aging physical body with the kind of growth that should be taking place in the inner man. Not all who are advanced in years are mature in their understanding of God’s word and in their treatment of others. Nor are all who are young in looks immature in Christ. Instead, spiritual growth comes to those who pursue it; who make it their priority to do as Peter commands: “as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). In all you do, think of what is best for others as you esteem them better than you do yourself. For, “In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest…” (1 John 3:10).  
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