My Ebenezer
 
The song, O Thou Fount of Every Blessing, has a beautiful phrase in the second verse that sometimes leaves us unsure of its meaning. It reads, “Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by Thy help I’ve come...” What’s an Ebenezer and what significance should it have in our worship? 
The story of an Ebenezer goes back to the time when Samuel was a judge and prophet for the children of Israel. It was also a time when the people were repenting of idolatry and becoming faithful to the Lord. During this transitional period, they were tested immediately with a Philistine invasion. “And when the children of Israel heard of it, they were afraid of the Philistines” (1 Sam. 7:7). Samuel calmed the people by petitioning God for His help. The Lord heard the prayer and with “a loud thunder upon the Philistines…confused them that they were overcome before Israel” (v. 10). “Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen, and called its name Ebenezer, saying, ’Thus far the Lord has helped us’” (v.12). Thus, the meaning of Ebenezer is “stone of help.” 
If we go back to the song, O Thou Fount of Every Blessing, we can better appreciate the significance of the thought. It is a petition to God for His help; knowing He is a God who is capable and willing to sustain His people in an hour of need.
More than a verse in a song, God is to be our Ebenezer as we face life’s challenges. The Philistines are still in the business of creating trouble for God’s people. We are pressured at work to cheat the company, or slandered for not approving or error, and ostracized for not participating in immoral activities. These pressures can cause us to question if God is still on our side. Nevertheless, we can know that if our heart’s desire is to walk with God, He will give us the strength and means to survive our trial. What father wouldn’t want to provide for his children, especially when all they want is to please Him? 
The Hebrew writer says it well, “For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’ So we may boldly say: ‘The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?’” David used this same language in Psalm 56:11, 12 when, ironically, according to the psalm heading, “the Philistines took him at Gath.” His response was to trust in God. Will we do the same? The Bible says, “For without faith it is impossible to please Him” (Heb. 11:6). To me, that sounds like God wants to be our Ebenezer. Will we raise Him up in our heart in faith?

Mike Thomas   
Standing Firm, 
Dec. 2008


