Is Easter In The Bible?
I realize that I’m walking on sacred ground in asking this question, but is Easter in the Bible? The only reason I ask this is because I can’t find its practice in the New Testament. I know that the term Easter is found in the KJV of Acts 12:4, but it is obvious that the term “pascha” should be properly translated Passover, as done in every other translation. No, I am talking about the practice of Easter as emphasized today. Is it a holiday instituted by Christ and the apostles? If you look closely in the New Testament, you might be surprised to see that it’s not there! I’ve searched all throughout the New Testament for it and all I can find regarding a memorial to the Lord is Christians remembering the Lord’s sacrifice every first day of the week, on Sunday (Acts 20:7), and not once a year.
So where did Easter come from? History shows that it originates in the worship of the pagan goddess Eastre (Eostre), who was also known as Ashtoreth in the Old Testament (1 Kings 11:5). In time, this worship was adapted to Christianity in conjunction with the Lord’s death and resurrection, which occurred near the time of the Jewish Passover (John 13:1). However, the first Christians were taking the Lord’s Supper on days other than the time of the Passover (Acts 2:42; 20:6-7). Obviously, if Easter is to occur near the Passover, and the first Christians remembered the Lord’s death weeks and months after the Passover, what does that say about the manmade tradition of Easter?
I completely agree with the importance of memorializing the Lord’s resurrection. It’s the basis of Christianity! (1 Cor. 15:17) However, God has specified the manner in which we are to remember the Lord’s sacrifice, which is through a weekly memorial of the Lord’s Supper. When Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, He said to “do this in remembrance of Me” (Luke 22:19; cf. 1 Cor. 11:23-26). It isn’t until after the beginning of Christianity (Acts 2) that we learn when and how frequently this memorial is to occur, which was on Sundays. If this is how the Lord wants us to memorialize Him, why would we give Him something else, invented by men? (Matt. 15:8, 9) – Mike Thomas 
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