The EIS Cold Facts
There is an effort made by some to dismiss the necessity of baptism for salvation by saying the Greek word for “for” (EIS), pronounced “ice,” in Acts 2:38 means “because of” instead of “in order to obtain.” They say Acts 2:38 commands a baptism for Christians to perform to demonstrate their salvation and not for those seeking salvation. An illustration would be in the instructions: “Take two aspirin for your headache.” The critic says, “It is obvious this does not mean to take two aspirin in order to get your headache, but because you already have a headache.” Likewise, he says, the preposition EIS is used in Acts 2:38 to describe those who are baptized because they are saved and not in order to obtain it. 

Let’s assume for a second that this line of reasoning is correct. How does that change the fact that you are still saying a person must be baptized to obey Jesus? If Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, 1 Peter 3:21 and every other verse commanding baptism is saying to do so because we are saved, you have not escaped the command to be baptized. What if a person does not obey that baptism? Will his faith without baptism still save him? 

“If he’s a true Christian, he’ll want to obey the command to be baptized” the critic will say. But what if he practiced faith only for salvation and is never baptized, will he still be saved while disobeying the command to be baptized? Or must he obey the command to be baptized to be a faithful Christian? And if he can willfully disobey God in that command and still be saved, what about other commands like abstaining from fornication or fleeing idolatry? May a Christian rebel against God in idolatry and still be saved?

Even by redefining EIS to support faith only the critic still has a person obeying a baptism to be right with God. Why is that baptism an acceptable part of salvation by faith, yet the baptism commanded by Jesus and the apostles is not? Why is it okay to demand baptism in one scenario, without nullifying grace and faith, and not demand it in another? The ice cold fact is EIS refers to something being done “in order to have your sins forgiven” as Edgar J. Goodspeed, a Baptist scholar, translated correctly in The New Testament: An American Translation. This reading is consistent with what is said elsewhere in the New Testament regarding baptism—that such is done to enter the body of Christ and not because one is already in it (Rom. 6:3-4; Gal. 3:26-27). 
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