Does God Send Visions Today?
The Bible is filled with instances when God communicated His will through dreams and visions. Joseph, Daniel, Peter, and many others learned God’s will at times through dreams. Paul preached the gospel to Philippi, Colossae, and other Macedonian cities as a result of a vision. “And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us’” (Acts 16:9).

The critical question for us is whether or not God still uses dreams and visions to convey His will. Will He send angels to communicate with us or cause us to have visions to learn His will? The Bible answers these questions.  

When Jesus met with His apostles before His crucifixion, He promised to send them the Holy Spirit, “who will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13). The apostle Peter says Jesus kept His promise because God had given them “all things that pertain to life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). Jude told saints to “contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered” (Jude 3). Neither of these statements by Peter and Jude would make sense if God had not given a complete revelation.

Today, the only way to know God’s will is through the Bible, which is why it was given (2 Tim. 3:16,17). The ability to receive visions would cease when all of God’s will was completely revealed (1 Cor. 13:8-10). Since that which is perfect has come the gifts used to reveal God’s will have been eliminated. We don’t even have a way of receiving the gifts today (Acts 8:18; 19:6). 

But this doesn’t mean people will not claim to receive visions from God. There will be many who do--each of whom not only contradict one another, but also the word of God. The Bible tells us not to place confidence in these people, no matter how sincere or friendly they may be. “Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind” (Col. 2:18). All that you need to know God’s will for you is found in the Word of God.  –Mike Thomas
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