Is Divorce a Sin?
Is it a sin to divorce? Fortunately, we can know Jesus’ will on this matter because He was asked that very question in Matthew 19:3: “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” If He approved of divorce He would have plainly said so. Instead, Jesus went back to the origin of marriage, in the Garden of Eden, and used it as a pattern for marriage today. Adam wasn’t given two wives, a man, or an animal to marry. He was given Eve and expected to remain married to her as long as they both lived. Divorce was never in God’s design for marriage. “Therefore,” Jesus said, “what God has joined together, let not man separate” (v. 6). 
It was obvious Jesus taught against divorce because the Pharisees then turned to the Law of Moses to find evidence of God approving of it in times past (v. 7). They were looking for ways to contradict what Jesus had just said about the permanency of marriage. Jesus then explained why God permitted divorce through the Law of Moses, but said in verses 8 and 9: “…but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.” 
Jesus taught one exception to the rule of divorce: our mate’s adultery. Any other divorce is not lawful to God; and any marriage after such a divorce is considered adulterous (v. 9; 5:32). “But what about the woman in an abusive relationship” is sometimes brought up, to explain away Jesus’ teaching. It is obvious that a woman has a right to protect herself against any abusive person, including her husband. But is divorce her only means of protection? Can she find safety for herself or her children in other ways besides divorce? Regardless, this doesn’t change what Jesus said about the permanency of marriage. And it certainly doesn’t justify subsequent marriages after unlawful divorces (see 1 Cor. 7:10, 11). Marriage is a privilege not a commandment. By choosing to enter into it, we must abide by the rules established by its Designer. –Mike Thomas
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