Free Tickets to Disney World
What if the church here offered free tickets to Disney World to every family who attends services next Sunday? Would there be an interest from the community? More than we can imagine!

This leads me to a couple of thoughts.

Why is there not as much interest in going to heaven? The Lord tells us that on Judgment Day He will deliver the church to the Father for its eternal reward (1 Corinthians 15:24-26). Is that not appealing enough to convince sinners to enter the body of Christ? How much better will heaven be than a trip to Disney World? I imagine it’s like comparing one grain of sand to all the sand in the world. Its greatness is incomparable! 

Jesus asks, “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mark 8:36-37). In other words, you can own Disney World all to yourself—and then some—and still be absolutely desolate when you depart from this world to meet God in judgment (Hebrews 9:27). Shouldn’t this motivate you to enter the body of Christ today? (Galatians 3:26-27). 

The other thought that comes to mind when I think of this church passing out tickets to theme parks is that it is still more than churches are willing to do today in persuading people to come to church or to obey the gospel. Even the most zealous churches of Christ in evangelizing and reaching out to the world would not open its treasury to fund vacation expenses for people – not even for Christians. Doesn’t that say something to us about seeing the difference between an individual’s obligations and the church’s obligations? It is not the responsibility of churches to provide entertainment for the world, not even for evangelistic purposes, because it is a corruption of the work God has given the church and it taints the motives of people in responding to our efforts. If not, then why not use Disney tickets to persuade people to attend services or to hear our teaching? I think it’s because we know better. People wouldn’t come for truth; they’d come for pleasure. How then is that any different than using a gymnasium, concert or free meal to coax people into hearing the gospel? Didn’t Jesus already demonstrate what free food does to a person’s motives (John 6:26-27)? Is that not why that account is recorded for us? Possibly. Nevertheless, it is not the duty of the church to provide social entertainment; that belongs to the individual (1 Corinthians 11:21-22, 33-34). 

The church at Beaver Dam is offering free tickets to an extraordinary place of eternal bliss, as found in the gospel. It’s not a one-day pass for temporary pleasure. It’s an eternal pass to be with God. How appealing is that to you?   
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