When Death is a Gift
I don’t know of anyone who enjoys death. The separation it brings, the emptiness it leaves, the regrets it imprints, and the fear it poses for the living are all too overwhelming to find enjoyment. Even Jesus came in the flesh “to release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb. 2:15). Death is man’s greatest dread. So when the word of God suggests that death is actually a blessing for the faithful child of God, we are forced to pause to understand how this is so. John wrote, “Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, ‘Write: “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on. “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them”’” (Rev. 14:13).

How is that possible? How can death actually be a good thing for someone to experience? The Spirit gives two reasons: (1) they die in the Lord and (2) they rest from their labors. When a person meets death with these two conditions, they are experiencing something good, enjoyable, and pleasant; they are fortunate; they are blessed. It is good for them because they left this world having met the requirement for salvation from sin: being in Christ (Rom. 6:3, 17-18) at the point of death (Rev. 2:10). Their faith then permits them to enter a realm that the apostle Paul considered “gain” in the presence of the Lord, “which is far better” (Phil. 1:21, 23). It is good for the survivors to witness the deceased meet death in this condition because they are reminded of what matters most in life. Their righteous example produces “works” that follow them into eternity through a godly influence (Rev. 14:13; Heb. 11:4). Indeed, “The memory of the righteous is blessed, but the name of the wicked will rot” (Pro. 10:7). 

With all to be gained by experiencing death in this manner, why would we pray for God to delay the death of a loved one, or even our own? Is it really such a bad thing for a faithful Christian to die? The Spirit says, No! It’s actually a gift. The ultimate gift! Nevertheless, we want to see our brethren in the flesh as long as possible in the same way the Ephesians wept over Paul’s anticipated departure — “sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, that they would see his face no more” (Acts 20:38). Who among us can not relate to their dread? I hate seeing godly people for the last time in this life, even when I know it is better for them to pass on to the other side. But as the tears flow, and our hearts are heavy, let us remember that the only way to pass from this life to the next is through death. They can not find rest from their labors without a separation from this earthly body. Our days may be dark with the absence of their company, but their reward is just beginning in eternity as the angels await them to take them to the Lord. We feel loss, but they only know gain. We are saddened, but they are blessed for having died in the Lord. 
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