Cutting Up the Bible
How would you respond to seeing a person cutting the Bible into pieces? What would it say about a person if he is so upset with the Bible that he would feel the need to cut it into pieces? 

When Jeremiah warned the king of Judah of the certainty of Babylon captivity, the king responded by taking Jeremiah’s scroll and cutting it into pieces. When King Jehoiakim heard “three or four columns, he cut it with the scribe’s knife and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the scroll was consumed in the fire” (Jeremiah 36:23).  
You and I can have the same attitude as Jehoiakim by dismissing the teachings of the Bible. We can tune in when we find things that are acceptable to us, but turn away when we hear things disagreeable to us. Jesus experienced this response with some who heard His teachings. “From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more” (John 6:66). Jesus made no apologies for His teachings, but let people make up their own minds in response to truth.

Is there anything in God’s word we are unwilling to accept? Or will we receive all of the truth, even when it contradicts what we’ve been practicing? Jesus said not to divorce except for sexual immorality (Matthew 19:1-9). Will we receive it or will we cut up the Bible? Jesus inspired the apostles to reveal one faith for Christians to practice (Ephesians 4:5; Jude 3). Does that offend us or will we humbly seek the truth of that faith? Jesus said a person must obey the gospel to receive salvation (Mark 16:16). Will we do what He says or will we reject Him because it is not what we have been taught in our church?

God warned the king of Judah because He loved Judah and wanted them to repent of things that were destroying them as a nation (Jeremiah 36:2-3). His patience and mercy have been extended to us. “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.”     –Mike Thomas
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