“Honey, Wake Up!”
She wasn’t used to him coming home in the middle of the night. He had been on the late shift for years, and not once did he ever leave his post to come home with an announcement. Her mind was racing with all sorts of potential problems.

“Honey, wake up, I have something to tell you” he said as he entered the room. 

“What’s wrong, did you lose your job? Is someone hurt? What’s going on?” 

“No, it’s not anything like that,” he assured her. “I have something very important to share with you that I learned from these two extraordinary men I met tonight. They’re in the living room right now because I wanted you to hear what they have to say. Will you get up, please? This is so important.”

“Okay, dear, I’ll do so right away. Just let me get some decent clothes on.” 

Thus was likely the beginning moments of the conversion of the Philippian jailer and his household. At some moment after midnight (Acts 16:25), “he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas” saying, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” (vv. 30-31). From there, they went to the man’s house and spoke the word of the Lord to all who were in his house (v. 32). “And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized” (v. 33). 

I wonder if we as Christians limit the gospel invitation to a song at church services. “I will assist someone in learning and obeying the gospel, but only if it’s convenient for me. If I have to miss some sleep, give up a game, delay my Sunday lunch, or use my own resources to help, then that’s more than the Lord expects of me. I’ll let someone else do it.” 

I wonder if sinners think the Lord’s invitation is only available during church services. “I can’t obey the gospel now; we’re not at church.” Dear friends, that is not the case. It might be 2:00 in the morning, but if you are ready to obey the gospel, a true Christian will be ready to help you. The Philippian jailer’s conversion shows there is never an inconvenient time to be saved from sin.  
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