Christmas Gifts a Sin?
      
Most are surprised to learn that Christmas is not taught in the Bible. “The early Christians were not initially concerned with the Nativity of Christ, and even in the fourth century C.E. it was not a universally fixed observance among Christians” (Encyclopedia.com). In the New Testament, Jesus tells believers to gather on the first day of the week to remember His death (1 Cor. 11:23-26; Acts 20:7). This is not to diminish His marvelous birth or to say it is wrong to praise Him for becoming a human (Luke 2:10-14). We should praise Jesus for all that He did, from His birth to His miracles to His resurrection from the dead. But to claim a day as “holy” is not our right to give. Only Jesus may declare religious ordinance and doctrine (Matt. 28:18; Col. 3:17). And since He said nothing about celebrating December 25th as His birthday, we must add to God’s will to practice Christmas (Mark 7:7-9). 
This realization will lead some to ask, “Does this mean it is a sin to put up a tree and exchange gifts on Christmas?” Similar questions arose for the first Christians. Some Corinthians wondered if they could eat the meat that had been sacrificed to idols and sold to the public. Paul told them they were at liberty to eat the meat as long as they did not engage in the worship ceremonies (1 Cor. 10:14, 21), and could eat it without violating their conscience or not cause another to violate his in the matter (8:10-12; 10:25). He said similar things to the Galatians regarding circumcision. As a religious act it is wrong (Gal. 5:2-4), but as a non-religious activity a person is at liberty to choose or not choose circumcision (Acts 16:3). He referred to these same principles when the Roman Christians struggled with whether or not to “esteem” certain days (Rom. 14:5). Paul acknowledged the difference between a holiday and a “holy day”—and how God alone can declare religious ceremony for days and seasons (Gal. 4:10, 11). But the social traditions of a particular day are a different matter, of which Christians may differ (Rom. 14:6).  
It is evident that Christmas has a non-religious side to it. Most of the popular Christmas stories, movies, and songs make no reference to the birth of Christ. Their message is that of celebrating time with family and engaging in the spirit of goodwill, which is a legitimate approach to this season. I know of atheists who place lights on their houses and exchange gifts for Christmas, and they are definitely not celebrating the birth of Christ. Is it possible for Christians to “esteem” Christmas in the same non-religious manner? May we enjoy the lights, gifts, parties, and close our businesses on December 25th without venerating that day as the birth of Christ? I believe so but I will not bind that on those who disagree with me. Personally, I love the festive atmosphere and spirit of giving at Christmas time. But I don’t think less of the person who cannot partake of those things without feeling like they are “eating meat sacrificed to idols.”  We each must be convinced in our own mind regarding the lawfulness of any human tradition. As long as we avoid worshipping God with manmade doctrines (John 4:24; Mark 7:7-9), we are permitted to disagree on the secular aspects of religious events—provided we don’t bind our convictions on one another (Rom. 14:3) or “embolden” another to violate his conscience (1 Cor. 8:10). ‘Tis always the season to love one another more than a manmade tradition. 
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