Christians on Vacation
 
There’s something about going out of town that produces all types of temptations for Christians. There are things Christians are tempted to do on vacation that they would not consider doing at home: miss church services, drink alcohol, walk around half naked in public, and so on. I guess it’s the change in environment and being around people who don’t know we’re a Christian that provokes these inappropriate desires. Whatever the reason, we need to remember our relationship to Christ when we are out of town as carefully as we do when we are at home. 
Plan ahead to attend services. The Sunday morning of vacation is not the time to think about going to worship; we need to make that decision before we leave home or at some time before worship times. We have a link on our website that can help you, though no website is the final authority. Call ahead and find out as much information as you can before church time. 
Attend Sunday night and Wednesday night services. Churches that are accustomed to heavy traffic from vacationers see this pattern all the time. Sunday morning services are packed with visitors, while Sunday evening or Wednesday night services are neglected by those same visitors in the area. It is as if our thinking is, “I’ve done my Christian duty, now let’s get back to partying!” If we would not miss services at home on a Sunday or Wednesday night, why are we doing so while on vacation? Is seeking first the kingdom of heaven only a responsibility we have at home? What does God see within our heart when we look for ways to miss services?
There’s always someone watching. You might think you are doing no harm in buying that booze or lottery ticket while on vacation, but someone is being influenced by your example. Maybe it’s your family who sees your inconsistency while on vacation; or maybe it’s your friend. Put it this way, if the people at church were standing in line with you at the convenience store or dining with you at the restaurant, would you still purchase alcohol or gamble? Would you walk around in provocative, skimpy clothes in your home community? Then why are you doing so while on vacation? Jesus had a word for this type of behavior. It’s called hypocrisy. And it must not be our manner of life if we are going to heaven (Rom. 2:21-24). Respecting our influence is just as vital while on vacation as it is at home, if not more so.
The Lord gives us richly all things to enjoy. If we are fortunate enough to have the resources to go on vacation, praise the Lord and do so with thanksgiving. Such moments are our portion in life. But let us remember the One from whom all blessings flow. Instead of seeing a foreign environment as an opportunity to sin, let us see the beauty of God’s creation in other parts of the world. Standing on a beach observing the waves and the open sky can be an awesome experience when we think of our Great Creator. But add a beer, skimpy bathing suit, and a forsaken assembly, and what should have been an enriching experience becomes the devil’s playground. Be wise and remember your God. For “there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account” (Heb. 4:13). 
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