My Christian Date
 
My wife and I were fortunate enough to attend a Gospel Meeting in the area recently. Our children were preoccupied that night, which wasn’t too bad since they went with us to meetings for two weeks prior, so it was just the two of us that night. What a pleasant surprise it became. 
As I sat next to my wife during services, I eventually had nostalgic memories of the two of us going to church together when we first met in college (20 years ago). Side by side, hand in hand, worshipping God in spirit and in truth. Decades later, it remains one of my favorite highlights in life.
One of the excellent points made in our recent Gospel Meeting was on Christians and the people they date. In short, you can’t date the immoral woman of Proverbs 7 and hope to find the godly woman of Proverbs 31 in marriage. Godly marriages are built on godly principles, beginning with a fear of God and a desire to worship Him together. This doesn’t mean Christians married to non-Christians cannot have good marriages or eventually convert their mate to the Lord (1 Pet. 3:1-2). Those things sometimes happen. But what also happens is that the people of God can be persuaded away from God’s will through the influence of an ungodly mate (Neh. 13:26), which happens more often than the former. A marriage with godly influences must be built on a fear of God and respect for His word. 
I’ve never built a house, but it seems obvious that the best time to establish the foundation is before the house is built. It is possible to repair the foundation later on, but it’s a lot easier to get it right from the beginning. Marriages built without a fear of God can be rebuilt later on with a respect for God, but it’s a whole lot more rewarding to get it right from the beginning. If I am a Christian who is looking for a godly person to marry, I need to find a godly person to date. This begins by being a godly person myself in what I engage in with the people I date. Relationships built on sexual immorality never last. Marriages need purity and selflessness to thrive. 
If the person you are dating is not a Christian, you will be wise to make sure they are converted to the Lord before you get married. There have been some outstanding men and women converted to the Lord later in life because of the influence of their godly mate. But there have been more Christians persuaded away from the Lord by ungodly companions. Be wise. “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it” (Psa. 127:1). Date a person who will fear God and keep His commandments. Marry a person you can worship with 20 years from now.  
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