Christian College Drunks
 
“A change to Abilene Christian University's long-standing prohibition against drinking alcohol will appear in the 2008-09 student handbook, said Dr. Jean-Noel Thompson, who said he expects some controversy to arise from the decision. The new policy would remove sanctions for students of legal drinking age who drink off campus, while ACU and all school-sponsored activities would remain alcohol free.” (Abilene Report News, April 11, 2008)  
In other words, “We give you permission to get drunk off campus.” 
I’m sure that the brethren who fought for church-support of Abilene Christian College decades ago had no intention of using the Lord’s money to fund an institution that condones drunkenness. I am confident that had this “new policy” been in the student handbook in the 1950s brethren would have stayed far away from it. Their intentions were to send the Lord’s money to an organization that encouraged evangelism and moral uprightness. This is the intention of many who believe the Lord’s church should bankroll “Christian” schools and medical facilities. Not that their motivation is ungodly; we could use more with a progressive spirit toward evangelism and benevolence. But like Jeroboam, who usurped God’s pattern in Jewish worship for human invention, those who use the Lord’s money to sponsor manmade institutions are replacing God’s work with human opinion. And, like Jeroboam, the small changes at first eventually lead to colossal departures in God’s will that the initial participants of change never anticipated. (See 2 Kings 17:21-23.)
I hope that this ACU incident will cause brethren to rethink their position on using the Lord’s money to fund human institutions. It not only violates the work of the church, it unintentionally links them to the promotion of immorality. Furthermore, the arguments used by one generation to change the work of the church will be used by future generations to justify all sorts of evil, namely immorality. Really friends, did Jesus die to establish the work of a college?
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