What’s the “mas” in Christmas?
The 10-day forecast for Bethelem this week averages 43 degrees at night. This is the typical temperature for that region this time of year. The significance of that observation is this is not the time of year for shepherds there to have their flocks in the field, as was the case when Jesus was born (Luke 2:8, 11). This is the least likely time of the year they would have been doing so. But for some reason, people have been convinced that December 25th is the day when Jesus was born and will treat it as a holy day to memorialize Christ. God has established a memorial to engage in to remember Jesus (1 Cor. 11:23-26), which is to be done on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7), but says nothing about Christmas. Since that is so, where did this holiday come from? 

The answer is in the name itself: Christmas. It is obvious that the “mas” stands for “mass”— the Catholic term for the celebration of the Eucharist (Communion). History shows that Christmas began as a rival to the pagan festival of Saturnalia, the most popular holiday of the Romans, which was held from December 17th to December 23rd. Whether Christmas began as an effort to convert pagans to Christianity or to accommodate those who were converted (with a holiday similar to what they already knew) is not certain. But what is certain is that December 25th took on a religious significance in Christianity only because of the Roman Catholic Church. It was not a tradition or doctrine established by Christ and His apostles (2 Thes. 2:15). 
There are those who try to get Christ back into Christmas each year by emphasizing it as a religious event instead of a social holiday (as it has become for most people). I believe they mean well in wanting to honor Christ and I appreciate their sincerity. The unfortunate reality is Christ was never in Christmas. This day is only remarkable because men have declared it to be; God never made December 25th into a holy day. Had Saturnalia been in November, people would be treating November 25th as the birth of Christ and celebrating Christmas then. But God has neither revealed the day of Jesus’ birth, nor has He established a memorial for that day. The memorial He wants us to keep for His Son is in the Lord’s Supper on the first day of the week. It is one thing to spread good cheer and exchange gifts this time of year. It is a totally different thing to make things into religious events where God has not directed and to neglect what He has revealed (Matt. 15:1-9). ‘Tis the season every first day to remember our Wonderful Savior. –Mike Thomas
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