Choking on Truth
It seems like some Christians reach the point where they grow tired of hearing the truth. They’ve heard particular verses all of their life, or so they think, and now they want something new, exciting, and different. They have the truth taught to them every week but it means nothing to them. “Give me something inspiring!” is their cry. It is as if they are choking on the truth because their heart is not hungering for God’s sincere word.

The Jews had an appetite problem with truth as well. Isaiah said of those who would eventually enter Babylonian captivity, “This is a rebellious people, lying children, children who will not hear the law of the LORD; Who say to the seers, ‘Do not see,’ and to the prophets, ‘Do not prophesy to us right things; speak to us smooth things, prophesy deceits’” (Isa. 30:9-10).

A good man once said that if you want to test the quality of someone’s heart, teach them the truth. I think he’s right. We will either “buy the truth and sell it not” or we will dismiss it in our quest to hear something new (Acts 17:21, 32). Either way, the integrity of our heart’s soil is revealed by how we respond the seed of God’s word.

We would do well to consider what happens to people who lose their appetite for sound doctrine. In time, they become a church that moves from “book, chapter, and verse” for all that is done to a group that is mainly concerned with food, fun, and fairy-tales. Those who have come out of error know what it is like to drown in a sea of opinions and short stories. They’ve seen what happens to generations of people who are reared with a miniscule knowledge of God’s word and its authority. The worship of emotionalism, entertainment, and immorality speak for themselves. The only way to stay on the straight and narrow is to demand authority for all that is done in religion (Col. 3:17).

Churches that have conscientious elders who monitor carefully every doctrinal influence on the flock should thank God everyday for such men. They are carrying out faithfully their God-given duty (Eph. 4:14). Churches who work with faithful gospel preachers who preach only that which is authorized in the Bible should thank God each day for such men. They are carrying out their God-given duty (2 Tim. 4:2-4). Elders and preachers who have brethren who carefully examine everything taught from the pulpit should thank God everyday for such noble souls. They are carrying out their God-given duty (Acts 17:11).

Instead of choking on the truth in our desire for something different, we need to be thankful for and content with God’s word. It is the digestion of sound doctrine that keeps us on the path to eternal life. “Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you” (1 Tim. 4:16).
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