When Children Rule
One of the laws from Moses that would warrant a repeat in Christianity is from Exodus 21:15—“He who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to death.” How many kids would dishonor their parents today if Christ required the same punishment? Granted, we are no longer under the Law of Moses, but the God who authored that law is the same God who expects children to respect their parents today. “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother” (Eph. 6:1-2). 

It should be unfathomable for parents to let their children speak down toward them or to defiantly ignore their instructions. No parent should tolerate such disrespect. It doesn’t matter if the child is 4, 34 or 54; children must have a clear understanding of the parents’ authority, and must know they will not speak to them as if they are talking to a dog! Whether it’s a toddler demanding a cookie, a teenager wanting go out, or a woman insisting that her parents raise her children, no child should think it acceptable to disrespect the parent. 

The problem with most homes is that parents have lost their ability to assert any authority because (1) they are too scared to take a stand against their children, (2) they have abused that authority in times past, or (3) are living in shameful, disrespectful ways. It’s hard for a child to take seriously a parent who never makes time for them or who has a new partner every other month. And parents who abuse their children should not be allowed in society. Nevertheless, abuse withstanding, parents cannot be afraid to stand up to their children. Respect for authority begins in the home. If they never learn to honor and obey their parents, how will children ever learn to respect civil authority, classroom authority, or most importantly, God’s authority? 

Parents should learn from God when it comes to parenting. He is not mocked (Gal. 6:7). Humanity might disobey Him, but He doesn’t cower to us or grant our every request in response (1 Pet. 3:12). And He is certainly not afraid to chasten us (Heb. 12:5-6), which should serve as our cue as parents (Pro. 13:24; 22:15). He is a good and righteous, kind and loving, severe and firm Father in heaven. –Mike Thomas
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