Welcome to Church Services – Children Not Allowed
One of the problems to arise frequently in public worship is the noise made by people in attendance, especially small children. When a parent with a crying child refuses to take the baby to the nursery it makes it very difficult for others present to hear the sermon or to concentrate on some other act of worship. So we as parents should be mindful of that.

However, I remember once when I was at a church service that I had a difficult time hearing the teacher because of an adult in the Bible class who had coughing attacks. Instead of giving her the “evil eye” or condemning her for disrupting the class, I extended patience to her with the hope she would quiet down in a little bit. And, after a few minutes, her coughing subsided. I may have missed a few comments the speaker was making, but I eventually picked up on the lesson and was able to benefit from the study. Granted, it would have been considerate on her part to leave the class until she got everything under control, but she didn’t and we were able to get through it. 

I once read of a church of Christ that does not permit small children in the auditorium during worship services. If parents want to bring their children to services, they must send them to a daycare within the building. While this might sound like a great solution to the fuss caused by small children, I believe it robs children of one of the most important lessons in life: learning how to behave properly in public worship.

Even the Jews were taught to let their children see them worship so that “when your children say to you, 'What do you mean by this service?'“, they could then explain the need for worshipping God (Exodus 12:26-27). If we as Christians are to teach our children the importance of worshipping God in public, which is essential to spiritual growth (Hebrews 10:24-25), then we must show them how to worship by having them by our side in the assembly. The solution to rowdy children is not to ban them from the assembly. The solution is to train them to sit quietly and to participate in the service!

There must be a balance in our attitude toward the noise caused within the assembly. We can’t always blame the parents with small children, lest we discourage them from attending. After all, adults can cause quite a scene by getting up frequently or by not remaining quiet themselves. At the same time, though, we as parents must not permit our children to become the focus of the service. We all need to do our part to make sure the assembly is conducted “decently and in order” (1 Corinthians 14:33). There is too much at stake in our worship services to let anything or anyone distract us from the most important person present – God Himself (Matthew 18:20).

Let us all be glad when it is time to gather to praise God in worship. Man, woman and child.   
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