Cheating Spouses
You might think I am referring to a television drama by using this article’s title, but I am not. My concern is just as the title suggests: cheating spouses. After consoling more than a few friends who have experienced such devastating treachery, I am convinced that more couples need to be reminded of their marriage vows. The cheating spouse needs to know up front of all the damage caused by their selfish infidelity.

You betray your mate. Wedding vows are more than just a pleasant ritual we experience on our wedding day. They are a verbal contract we enter into with our mate in the presence of God and man. “Till death do us part” is a promise as much as it is a beautiful phrase in a traditional ceremony. To walk out on your marriage before death—to find someone else who will give you the attention you desire—is to break your promise. You prove to the world that you are not a trustworthy person because you do not keep your vows. 

You betray your family. Before you take the path of sexual immorality, you need to consider the pain you will cause all of your family members. You will deprive your children of a loving and stable home environment. You will throw away all the confidence your family has in you as a dependable person. Indeed, “The righteous man walks in his integrity; His children are blessed after him” (Pro. 20:7). 

You betray God. The greatest consequences from sexual immorality will not be seen in this life. “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge” (Heb. 13:4). If you think you can remain on the path of perversion and not face any painful consequences from it, you are among the most deceived in life. “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience” (Eph. 5:6). 

Instead of pursuing the dead-end pleasures of infidelity, God encourages you to find satisfaction in your mate. Anything less than that is cheap and sinful, and sheer treachery. No one respects a cheater, whether it is on math quizzes or golf scores. We honor the person who has the integrity to keep his word. We trust them. So it is in marriage. Keep your word. Fulfill your promises. Love your mate.  –Mike Thomas
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