The Catholic Inquisition
 

Be thankful you live in the 21st century in the United States of America. Had you been born a few centuries earlier and in other parts of the world, you would have been punished for being non-Catholic. The Inquisition is a dark spot on the history of Catholicism, making it difficult for any sincere Catholic to defend the actions of past popes and church officials. If the pope is truly infallible, and such a position has been authorized by Christ since the time of Peter, the practice of the Inquisition wreaks of blatant infallibility. There is no scriptural precedent for torturing and burning unbelievers or for confiscating their properties for not being a Catholic. Yet, according to the infallible popes beginning with Pope Gregory IX in 1233, this was acceptable treatment of those who did not belong to the Catholic church. Fortunately, the Spanish Inquisition was abolished in 1834 and has since faded globally from Catholic tradition. The world now accepts and acknowledges that all such efforts were both inhumane and ungodly. 

The Inquisition speaks of man’s inability to claim divine inspiration. No Pope is infallible, nor is this office ever taught in the word of God. Even Pope John II (served from 1978 to 2005) acknowledged that the Church’s Inquisition erred in condemning Galileo in 1633 for declaring the earth was not the center of the universe. It was among the sins the Pope apologized for on March 13, 2000 regarding the mistakes of the church. Nevertheless, Pope Urban VIII condemned Galileo to a lifetime imprisonment for his views on astronomy, which we now know are correct. Was Pope Urban VIII the Vicar of Christ or was he not? If he had divine inspiration in condemning Galileo why do the popes of the 21st century say he was wrong? Did God not know until the 21st century that the earth was not the center of the universe? And what about the other popes who promoted and endorsed the Inquisition as it punished countless souls over centuries of time? Was God guiding them in decisions that are now condemned by modern popes? 

All of these conflicts are resolved by acknowledging the inspiration of the Bible. As the complete will of God (2 Tim. 3:16, 17), it teaches that local churches are to be overseen by qualified men who are known in the New Testament as elders, overseers, bishops, pastors, and the presbytery (Titus 1:5, 7; Acts 20:28; 1 Tim. 4:14). At no time are these men to rule beyond the local church they are a part of — as emphasized by Peter (1 Pet. 5:2). Nor is their rule to be a dictatorship as found in denominational offices of the bishop. They are not “lords over those entrusted” to them, to make law and doctrine for Christians to practice. This perversion of authority is what lead to the position of the pope and the abuses of the Inquisition. Instead, God’s bishops are to lead by example in submitting to the only Head of the Church: Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 5:3; Eph. 1:22). Any other form of church government is a perversion that leads to further departures from truth.
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