Casting Lots
 

You have a difficult decision to make, like whether or not to take that job in another state. The extra income would help out, but you’re not sure if it’s where God wants you to be. Should you relocate your family and make good use of the extra money? Or should you remain content with less and make the most of your current situation? How do you know what to do? Prayer will help, that is for certain (Jas. 5:13-18), but is that all? There are times in the Bible when God permitted people to cast lots to make difficult decisions. Is that what He expects you to do with this current dilemma? If you pull out the dice and roll them to make your decision, can you be certain God will alter the outcome to answer the question for you? May Christians cast lots to know God’s will?

Casting lots is an interesting study in the Bible. It was a legitimate method used by people to know God’s will in the past. A few examples would be when (1) the priest selected the scapegoat in the sin offering (Lev. 16:8), (2) the land of Canaan was divided among the tribes (Num. 26:55), and (3) the men discovered Jonah’s guilt (Jonah 1:7). In each of these examples God determined the outcome of the casted lot to guide the people in their decision-making. The only example of it after the death of Jesus was when the apostles determined which man would replace the apostle Judas (Acts 1:26). Two interesting facts about lots in the Bible are: the items are never specified (rock, stick, or coin), and it was understood to be a legitimate means of determining God’s will. “The lot is cast into the lap, but its decision is from the Lord” (Pro. 16:33).

I believe there is a reason casting lots does not occur in the Bible after Acts 1—God no longer uses this means to reveal His will. He spoke “at various times and in various ways” in the past but now communicates His will through the Bible (Heb. 1:1; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). When the Spirit came upon the apostles in Acts 2, and eventually guided them into all truth (John 16:13), the days of God communicating through lots had come to an end. This is also why we don’t have burning bushes and talking donkeys today. God no longer uses various methods to communicate His will. The only way to know His thoughts is through the word of God, the Bible (Eph. 3:3-5; 1 Pet. 1:22-25). 

If you want to flip a coin to make a decision, that’s your prerogative. There are times when such can be a harmless and fair method to resolving conflict (Pro. 18:18). But don’t expect God to alter the outcome to make a decision for you. He no longer speaks in various ways.  
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