Burn Your Ships!
When Hernando Cortez and his small force of men landed at Veracruz in 1519 to begin their conquest of Mexico, Cortez purposely set fire to his fleet of 11 ships. He wanted his men to be totally committed to their mission. Retreat was not an option!
In a very similar sense we must burn our ships in living for God. Too many people have moments where they are excited about serving God, but when temptation strikes or when adversity comes, their first response is to indulge in the forbidden. They never put up a real fight to resist the devil because they still have ships in the harbor to run to if things get too difficult. Thus, they’re praising God on Sunday and cursing His name at work or are out drinking and running around throughout the week. My friends, these things must not be so!

We’re not going to live a sinless life because we all stumble in many things (Jas. 3:2). But nowhere in God’s word will we find His permission to sin. It separates us from Him (Isa. 59:1, 2) and causes spiritual death (Rom. 6:23). A true Christian understands this and burns the ships of immorality and evil, like the Corinthians did. The apostle Paul told them, “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 6:9-11). They did well in getting off those ships of sin, but they could not return to them either IF they wanted to go heaven. Surely we can see we have no business on those ships either. We need to be sanctified from sin, like the Corinthians (Acts 18:8), in becoming a Christian and remaining faithful to the Lord. Retreat is not an option! --Mike Thomas
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