Budweiser Baptist Church
To those who say it does not matter which name is used in identifying the local church, would you attend a church named Budweiser Baptist Church? If all that matters in defining a church is the intent of the people coming together, will any name do in classifying a church? What thoughts come to mind when you hear Budweiser Baptist Church? Anything admirable?  

If there’s nothing in a name, why even have one? If any name will do, why not put Church of Satan on the sign or House of Jezebel above the door? Because names do matter, good friends, which is why specific names are used for the churches of the New Testament. The church of God at Corinth (1 Cor. 1:2) and the churches of Christ referenced by Paul (Rom. 16:16) were one and the same type of church—each declaring the manifold wisdom of God. These were not different churches since there is only one church (Eph. 4:4) and Paul taught the same thing in every church (1 Cor. 4:17). They were called by these names because that’s what defined their effort: a called out group of people for God. To define them by men’s names, doctrinal issues, or by ideas given by men would be contrary to God’s will. The church is the pillar and ground of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15), which requires an unambiguous name to declare that purpose. To say one name is as good as another is to say one wife is as good as another since the church is the bride of Christ. But as long as it matters which bride we are married to, so it should matter which church we attend. 

A good friend of mine uses this illustration. If a church does not want to identify themselves as a church of Christ, will they place that on their sign? Will they say, “This is not a church of Christ” or “The Church of Christ does not meet here” in defining themselves? Then why act as those who are ashamed of the Lord’s church? 
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