For We Are Brethren
 
Imagine looking across a plain filled with sheep, cattle, and other herds, as far as you can see.  Bodies of animals with a few humans in the mix dotting the landscape. This was likely the kind of scene you would have found in the days of Abram (Abraham) and Lot, whose “possessions were so great that they could not dwell together” (Gen. 13:6). This congestion led to stress and high tempers among the herdsmen as they began to fight with one another (v. 7). So Abraham said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren” (v. 8). Such diplomacy and consideration led to a peaceful compromise between the men regarding the land. 
If he wanted to, Abraham could have told Lot to hit the road because the land they were in had already been promised to him by God (Gen. 12:7). But Abraham’s love for Lot would not let him treat his beloved relative in that manner. His reason for negotiating with Lot was because “we are brethren.” They were family (12:5); and family doesn’t abuse and abandon one another. True love is mindful of the other person more than himself, as seen in God’s love for us (1 John 4:9, 10). Abraham had this kind of love for his beloved nephew, which caused him to think of a fair and peaceful way to resolve the differences developing between them. 
Do you view your brethren that way at church? Do you see them as family and that you would never do anything to hurt or injure them unfairly? What if you have been rude and have insulted them, will you apologize for your sins? Will you think of their needs above your own? Will you sacrifice and forego your wants, if possible, to keep peace and friendly tones among you? “In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother” (1 John 3:10).
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