Bread to Spare
      
      A sinner in rebellion came to a sober conclusion—life with God is much better than sin! He said, “How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!” (Luke 15:17). Certainly this applies to those who are in fellowship with God. 
In most cases, God not only blesses His people, He gives us bread to spare! The psalmist said, “I have been young, and now am old; Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, Nor his descendants begging bread” (Psa. 37:25). That is true for most who place God first in life. Our earthly lives are enhanced as a direct result of walking with God. 
Granted, there are occasions when God’s people are in “hunger and thirst” when suffering for righteousness (2 Cor. 11:27), but even then we are not without hope. “We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed” is what Paul discovered (4:8). The Lord can make it so that “the path of the just is like the shining sun, that shines ever brighter unto the perfect day” (Pro. 4:18). This comes from the hope of something better no matter the circumstance.
It is true that even the wicked will have good fortune financially (Psa. 73:1-9). We must not assume that prosperity is the ultimate measuring stick of fellowship with God, since Jesus Himself did not have a lot financially (Luke 9:58). Nevertheless, it is also true that God’s people experience blessings in life that they would not had they not placed Him first. “He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully” is what God promises (2 Cor. 9:6). Good things come to those who love God (Rom. 8:28). 
When Judah went into captivity, they eventually realized that life was so much better with God than without Him. “In the days of her affliction and roaming, Jerusalem remembers all her pleasant things that she had in the days of old” (Lam. 1:7). I am confident that every rebel will eventually realize the same—“Oh, fear the Lord, you His saints! There is no want to those who fear Him” (Psa. 34:9). Life with God may not always be easiest but it is certainly better than the burden of sin. Therefore, says Jesus, “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me…For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 
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