Are We Born in Sin?
I have friends who have sprinkled their children for the forgiveness of sins. They call such a ceremony infant baptism. They believe we inherit the sins of Adam and are born condemned by God. One lady likened this condition to a bread pan – once the pan is dented every other loaf of bread made in that pan will have the same dent. It is my understanding that the Bible teaches we are made sinners by choice; that children are not born condemned; and that each person gets their own bread pan!

One of the best texts in the Bible on the impossibility of inherited guilt is Ezekiel 18. All throughout the chapter, God makes the case for individual accountability. “The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself” (v. 20). Yes, a child will often bear the consequences of his parents sins (disease, poverty, embarrassment, etc.), but no child is a sinner because of his parents. “The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself.”
Some believe Romans 5:19 teaches we inherit the sin of Adam, which reads, “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners…” What people fail to see is the remainder of the verse, which also reads, “so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.” If the first part is teaching we are made sinners inherently by Adam’s actions, the second part teaches we are made righteous (apart from our will) by the actions of Jesus. But the point Paul was making is how each man’s actions lead to tremendous consequences. Because of Adam, people received an example and opportunity to sin. Because of Christ, people have received an example and opportunity to be saved.

There is a host of problems with sprinkling children for salvation, none greater than that baptism in the New Testament is an immersion for believers in need of salvation (Acts 8:36-38). There will never be a time when unaccountable children can meet those conditions.  –Mike Thomas
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