Blind Pilots
Time Off magazine tells of a time when an eighty-year-old pilot, while flying his private plane over Los Angeles, suffered a massive heart attack and died at the controls. Immediately, the passenger, Charles Law, took the controls and safely landed the plane. The most astonishing part of this story is Mr. Law was blind. This was his first and only time to fly a plane! (Sparkling Illustrations, p. 89)

What would you do if you found out the pilot of your next flight was blind? Would you still board the plane? Or what if you got in a cab and found out the driver was blind? Would you stay in the car? Or what if your child’s bus driver was blind? Would you entrust him with the life of your child?

I think we get the point. Eyesight is essential to guiding people safely. A blind person is incapable of responding to all the dangers that confront people as they travel.

Now consider what Jesus said of the Pharisees, “Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch” (Matt. 15:14). He said this in response to their criticism of Him for not following the traditions of men over the law of God, as they were quick to do. His conclusion? They were blind and ignorant of the truth. And if they wanted to remain in blindness, and people were foolish enough to follow, let them alone. Let the blind lead the blind.
Friends, all roads do not lead to heaven! Sometimes we can be on the wrong path because of our allegiance to people, who are actually blind to God’s will. This was Jesus’ point in saying what He did about blind guides. He said this after saying, “Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted” (Matt. 15:13). The context clearly indicates He was not referring to botany but to the beliefs and practices of religious people. Let us wisely consider whom we are following in life. Is our faith based on the word of God or on blind friends? (Matt. 7:21-23; 1 John 4:1). –Mike Thomas
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