Blind Adultery
 
Jesus said, “If your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire” (Mark 9:47). This statement has puzzled people through the years, causing some to wonder if it is better to literally pluck out the physical eye to avoid temptation. I’ve never met anyone with enough conviction to actually carry it out, but I have talked with Christians who thought Jesus was referring to literal self-deformation. I can assure He was not.
 When people use their eyes, hands, ears, and tongues to sin, they are not doing so because these physical members are out of control. Jesus said people will lie, steal, slander, and commit adultery because their minds are filled with these desires (Matt. 15:19). When a person slanders, it is because his mind is filled with hatred and pride; and not because his tongue was acting independently from his will. The same is true with every other sin. “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries” and so on. This is why Solomon says, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life” (Pro. 4:22). Our life is a manifestation of our thoughts and intents.  
A good example of this is the newly appointed governor of New York, David Paterson, who has admitted to committing adultery in years past. What’s striking is Mr. Paterson has been blind since 3 months old (completely bind in the left eye and legally blind in the right). If plucking out the physical eye will keep us from sinning, how does a blind man commit adultery? Or how does a deaf person curse? Isn’t the loss of physical senses supposed to prevent us from sinning? 
Blind or not, you must guard your heart against evil thoughts. Jesus said, “The lamp of the body is the eye. If your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness” (Matt. 6:22, 23). When He said to pluck out the eye, He was referring to things in our life that tempt us to sin. It might be painful to not keep close company with certain people or to refrain from certain activities, to keep from sinning, but it’s better to pluck out these blessings than to keep them and go to hell because of their influence.
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