Blaspheming the Holy Spirit
People worry about committing the “unforgivable sin” of blaspheming the Holy Spirit. If you recall, in the context of Matthew 12, Jesus was healing those who were “demon-possessed, blind and mute” (v. 22). In the midst of such joy, the enemies of Jesus accused Him of performing those miracles by the power of “Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons” (v.24). Jesus responded with, “Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come” (v. 32). 
When Jesus lived on earth, the Law of Moses was still in effect. The covenant He would establish would become active after His death (Heb. 9:16-18; Col. 2:14). Men would know about this new covenant through the apostles as the Holy Spirit gave them miraculous abilities to reveal and confirm the will of Christ (Mark 16:20; Heb. 2:3-4). Jesus’ point in Matthew 12 had to do with heart and opportunity. Those who rejected Jesus’ earthly ministry could still be forgiven “in the age to come” when Christianity began if they changed their heart. But those who spoke evil against the Holy Spirit would not have such hope because God was not going to reveal another covenant. To attribute the miracles of the Spirit to the devil would leave a person without hope of forgiveness – unless they repented (Acts 3:19). 
We cannot blaspheme the Holy Spirit in the way Jesus warned because the Spirit is not performing works through men. All miraculous gifts have ceased as foretold by the Spirit (1 Cor. 13:8-10). Overcrowded hospitals and nursing homes testify to that. Nevertheless, we are capable of rejecting the word He has confirmed, which leaves us in a condition without forgiveness. We must receive the word to be saved (Jas. 1:21), which was made available by the Spirit (1 Pet. 1:21-25). He confirmed: “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins…” (Acts 2:38). If you reject that, you are in a condition that is unforgivable! –Mike Thomas
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