Blaming God
Whenever tragedy strikes, one of the first responses many people have is to ask, “Where was God?” We all are tempted to view Him as someone who has the responsibility of sheltering us from all adversity, especially the consequences of our bad decisions. We cannot do this.

It is not God’s fault when our marriage falls apart. He had nothing to do with our decision to get married or how we have acted in that relationship. Perhaps the marriage fell apart because we rushed into it without carefully considering the sacrifice involved in companionship. Perhaps it fell apart because of stubborn pride and selfishness, or a meddling parent. We can’t blame God for the problems that come from human failure in the home.

It is not God’s fault when we use our money in a careless manner. He had nothing to do with our decision to get several credit cards and run them up to the max. It is not His fault when we buy things we don’t need with money we don’t have. Perhaps we’re in trouble financially because we were foolish, impulsive and unwise. Or maybe we’re the victim of greedy, lying, manipulative people. Either way, we can’t blame God for human failure in finances.

It is not God’s fault when we a loved one dies. He hasn’t abandoned or betrayed us by allowing someone to pass from this life. Death is a consequence to sin which began when Adam and Eve were cast out of the Garden of Eden. God didn’t place them in that position; the devil did by tricking Eve (Gen. 3:4-6). When we’re crying over a loved one who has experienced physical death, we should ultimately blame the devil for introducing such harmful consequences to humanity. God is the last person we should hate at a time like that because it is through His mercy that life was allowed to continue after the Garden of Eden, and why we have hope of eternal life.  
Instead of blaming God for all the trouble in the world, we need to thank Him for putting up with us for as long as He has. It takes a special God to endure the ingratitude of the very creation He made possible, especially when we are responsible for choosing to do evil. Therefore, “Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone” (James 1:13). God is not the cause of our problem, but He is our only hope past it. “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:7). Christ can give you hope beyond the problems of this life (1 John 5:11; Gal. 3:26-27).  –Mike Thomas
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