God’s Black Friday
 
Black Friday is the day when most retailers expect to make great profits for the year by turning their losses into positives. In accounting, red ink represents a loss and black ink represents a profit. Because of the masses of shoppers who flood the stores on the day after Thanksgiving, to begin their Christmas shopping, that day has taken on the name Black Friday. It’s the day when a store “redeems” itself from all of its losses.
Years ago, God had a Black Friday of His own in redeeming man from sin. When Jesus went to the cross, He did so on a Friday (“the day before the Sabbath”, Mark 15:42). It was a day that was literally black for three hours (v. 33), as Jesus bore the sins of mankind (1 Pet. 2:24). This day was unlike any other day in the history of time. Mankind was in the red because of his sin and had no hope of seeing a positive condition again. But Jesus came to the rescue in offering Himself to provide man with what he could not provide for himself: redemption from sin. Mankind can rejoice in knowing that because of that great Friday when Jesus died, he can be delivered from the hopeless condition of sin. “Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption” (Heb. 9:12). 
No Friday will bring a greater return than what Jesus accomplished that day. This doesn’t mean that we are to make it into a holy day, as in Good Friday, since God tells us to remember Jesus’ death each first day of the week (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:23-26). But we should always be thankful for that great moment in time, since time itself would have likely come to an end had Jesus not endured the cross. Why allow life to continue if there was no way to redeem man from sin? Man’s only hope of life, on earth or in heaven, was for Jesus to pay for humanity’s debt of sin. It was God’s will to work through Jesus “to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight” (Col. 1:20-22). 
Mordecai told Esther that “if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place” in delivering the Jews from tribulation (Est. 4:14). That could not be said in redeeming man from sin. Had Jesus not shed His blood for the remission of sins, mankind would have been in “the red” for an eternity. We needed that Friday to get back in the black. We owe everything to our Lord and Savior “who gave Himself a ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2:6).  
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