How’s Bill Barnwell?
 
For those who don’t know, Bill Barnwell is one of our elders at this congregation. His name came up recently in a conversation I had when I was in line at Hardees (to get a biscuit, of course). As I stood there, the man behind me mentioned how he had worked with Bill for years and was wondering how he was doing. I had never seen this man in my life and would be willing to put a wager on it, if I did that sort of thing. He was a complete stranger to me. But for one reason or another, he knew I attended the same church as Bill and was wondering how he was doing.
This incident reminded me of the fact that we never know who is watching us and the sobering importance of setting a good example at all times. Even people we think are strangers can know of our calling as a Christian and monitor our every step to see if we are genuine in our faith. We might think we are in a place where no one knows us, but unaware to us we are under the scope of examination to see if there is any flaw within us. People are watching to see if our faith matches our manner of living; measuring our every move with what they know to be right and wrong. They see what our eyes are looking at. They hear what our words are saying. They watch where our feet are going. The magnifying glass of examination is always turned on the person who claims to be of Christ.
The apostle Paul had a few things to say about the Christian’s manner of life: “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called” (Eph. 4:1). “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light” (5:8). “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise” (5:15). 
There’s too much at stake to waste our time on foolish living. As the old song goes, “We are the only Bible the careless world will read, we are the sinners’ gospel, we are the scoffers’ creed; we are the Lord’s last message given in deed and word, what if the type is crooked? What if the print is blurred?” 
We might be in line at a store, or driving down the road, or doing our routine duty at work, but the people who know we are a Christian are examining our every move to see if we believe the gospel we profess. Our walk will either tell them that we are living for the next life with faith in God, or it will suggest to them that we’re just another person in line to get a biscuit. 
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