Bible Class Blunders
 
There are Christians who take the position that Bible classes conducted by the church are unscriptural. There are times when I think they are right. Not because I agree with their reasoning about classes in general—God wants teachers in the church (Eph. 4:11, 12). My agreement with them would be more along the lines of classes being unscriptural in how they are conducted, and not that they are conducted. We as brethren need to realize that showing up for class is not enough. We must also conduct ourselves in such a way that our time together is not in vain. 
Foolish and Unlearned Questions. We’ve heard it said that “No question is a dumb question because that’s how we learn.” I suppose there is some truth to that in learning world history or arithmetic. But when it comes to spiritual matters, nothing could be further from the truth! We can ask some pretty ridiculous things in Bible class that either have no relevance to the discussion at hand, or have no way of being answered from God’s word. This is why Paul told Timothy to “avoid foolish and unlearned disputes, knowing that they generate strife” (2 Tim. 2:23). How big of a piece of unleavened bread we should get when taking the Lord’s Supper might be an interesting debate if we were stranded on an island, but it has no purpose in a Bible study. The same is true of a myriad of other questions we can and sometimes do ask in class. Before we ask a question, let us make sure it is something that is relevant to the study AND is something that can be answered from the Bible. 
Unprofitable Comments. We can ruin the tone of a Bible class by making comments that are either unnecessarily controversial or are unprofitable to the discussion. Our aim in class should be to better understand God’s word—not to generate strife, discussion, or to show off our “smarts.” Paul told the tongue-speakers to only use their gift in church if a translator was present so people could understand the message being revealed by God (1 Cor. 14:28). To deliver a message that did not help people better understand God’s will was unprofitable and without edification (vv. 11-13). Though the spiritual gifts have ceased, the need for edification through learning God’s word is still very much alive. We need to remember this before we make a comment in class. Ask yourself, “Will this comment be profitable to the visitors we have here who do not have knowledge of God’s word?” Or, “Is it fair to the teacher or this class to ask a question that no one had time to prepare for beforehand?” Better yet, “Would I be making this comment if Jesus were present?” Because He is!
More could be said about other blunders in class: usurping the teacher, coming unprepared, and so forth. Maybe another article is needed. But let us as brethren be mindful of the fact that our Bible classes can either enhance or erode the strength of a local church. If approached in a capricious or flippant manner, we can overturn the faith of some and keep our visitors from learning the truth. And since the teacher is going to receive a stricter judgment (Jas. 3:1), we should do all we can to help him in his exegeses of the scriptures instead of creating unnecessary turmoil.
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