Before the Sun Sets
 
God has always instructed His people to do certain things in relation to the setting of the sun. 
The Jew was to offer his Passover sacrifice at sunset (Deut. 16:6). Whenever he received a person’s garment as part of a pledge, he was to “return the pledge to him again when the sun goes down, that he may sleep in his own garment” (Deut. 24:13). In hiring a worker he was told, “Each day you shall give him his wages, and not let the sun go down on it, for he is poor and has set his heart on it” (v. 15). 
The sun sets by the word of God. “He appointed the moon for seasons; The sun knows its going down” (Psa. 104:19). As long as God allows life on earth there will be a rising and setting of the sun. It is the only sun this world has known. When Adam was in the Garden, he looked at the same sun we gaze at today. It’s the same one Noah saw when he viewed a rainbow for the first time, and that Jesus felt as he hung on the cross. Once we are gone, the same sun will be here to set time and sustain life for the next generation. It will be as Solomon said, “One generation passes away, and another generation comes; but the earth abides forever. The sun also rises, and the sun goes down, and hastens to the place where it arose” (Eccl. 1:4, 5).
If we’re going to obey God we need to do so before the sun sets…even today! It is a mistake to think that just because the sun dawned this morning that it will do so again. God says, “Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth” (Pro. 27:1). The time to live right is today. 
Before the sun sets, either on this day or on our earthly life, let us repent of any sin in our life. We may not get another day to make that choice (Acts 24:25). If we haven’t obeyed the gospel, let us do so today while we can still act, even if it is at night (Acts 16:33). If we are holding a grudge or seething in anger, let us “not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give place to the devil” (Eph. 4:26,27). If we haven’t told our family how much we love them, let us do so before the sun sets for we may not get another chance. 
The time to walk with faith in and love for God is today. The time to demonstrate a fearless zeal in doing His work is now, while the sun still shines upon us. For the time is coming when it will set for the last time. 
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