The Baptism of John
John the Baptist received his name for his work, not for a denominational belief. The Lord’s church was not even established when John was alive (Matt. 14:10; 16:18). There were no denominations in the New Testament, and so it should be today for all of God’s people. Nevertheless, John was the Baptist because of the work God sent him to perform. He was sent to the Jews to prepare them for the Messiah and His kingdom (Matt. 3:1-3). In doing this, he was told to teach and perform a baptism in water (Matt. 3:5, 6), which was also for the remission of sins (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3).   

What’s amazing about the baptism of John is that those who obeyed it still had to be baptized into Christ once Christianity began. Years later, when the apostle Paul went to Ephesus, he found some disciples of John and taught them to be baptized into Christ. “Then Paul said, ‘John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.’ When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 19:4, 5). This text shows that the baptism of John forgave sins in the same way the sacrifices under the Law of Moses did: by providing atonement (Heb. 10:1-4). True forgiveness was not possible until Jesus died for mankind (Matt. 26:28). 
Acts 19 also shows that the reason a person is baptized makes all the difference to God. The Jews at Ephesus had been baptized by John but had to then be baptized into Christ, for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 10:48). Until they obeyed this baptism they were not in Christ (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27). It is not enough to say, “I’ve been baptized so I’ve obeyed God.” Why a person is baptized is the significant factor. If it’s not to become a Christian and for the remission of sins, it’s not the baptism commanded by Jesus (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:16). The Ephesians, who were saved by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8, 9), had to obey this baptism to become a Christian (Acts 19:6). Neither the baptism of John nor any other baptism could do that. Have you obeyed the Lord’s gospel?  –Mike Thomas
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