Baptism for the Dead
The Mormons have a practice wherein believers are immersed for the sins of the deceased. The Bible verse used to support this concept is 1 Corinthians 15:29, which reads, “Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? Why are they then baptized for the dead?” It would appear, at first glance, that Paul was in agreement with the Mormon practice, but a study of the context shows he was addressing the resurrection and how denying such has an undermining effect on Christianity (vv. 12-14). His point was not to teach a baptism on behalf of the dead, else he would have contradicted the very gospel he was preaching (Acts 24:25). Instead, he was trying to get the Corinthians to see the folly of practicing Christianity if there is no resurrection. What point is there to baptism, which is essential to becoming a Christian (Gal. 3:27), if this life is all there is and the dead are not raised?
Paul was not teaching a baptism by proxy because that is not the baptism Jesus sent the apostles to teach (Matt. 28:18-20). Why go through the trouble of converting people at all if they can be saved after death by the actions of those still living? This is absurd. The Bible is very clear that we each are accountable to God (2 Cor. 5:10); we cannot perform righteousness for another (Ezek. 18:19-24). Consider this: if we can save the dead by our earthly actions, can we also do things to cause the saved in death to be lost? If not, why not?
Perhaps the greatest testimony against the baptism for the dead is the Book of Mormon itself. In Alma 34:32, 34, 35 we read: “For behold, this life is the time for men to prepare to meet God...Ye cannot say, when ye are brought to that awful crisis, that I will repent, that I will return to my God. Nay, ye cannot say this; for that same spirit which doth possess your bodies at the time that ye go out of this life, that same spirit will have power to possess your body in that eternal world...For behold, if ye have procrastinated the day of your repentance even until death, behold, ye have become subjected to the spirit of the devil, and he doth seal you his; therefore, the Spirit of the Lord hath withdrawn from you, and hath no place in you, and the devil hath all power over you; and this is the final state of the wicked.” 

Unfortunately, for my Mormon friends, those verses teach eternal accountability, and contradict a baptism for the dead. In whose words will you entrust your eternal soul: Jesus Christ or Joseph Smith? Which of them has defeated death? Then that’s the One you need to follow in baptism (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:36-41). –Mike Thomas
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