“Why Do You Emphasize Baptism So Much?”

Perhaps there are members of churches of Christ who only emphasize baptism when talking to others about religion. This is certainly a possibility. But another possibility is this is all a person hears in a discussion on salvation because they have not been baptized for the right reasons. 

The Lord says He wants people to do several things in becoming a true disciple of His. At times, He emphasized that a person must believe in Him to be saved (John 3:16). At other times, He included the need to repent of sin for salvation (Luke 13:3). Then at other times, He emphasized a need for people to be baptized for salvation (Mark 16:16). Each of these, along with confession (Romans 10:9, 10), is essential to becoming a true child of God. It is not enough to have faith in God; we must be willing to obey Him to receive salvation (Hebrews 5:9; James 2:19-24). This unequivocally includes immersion in water for salvation (Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21). 

If some Christians only emphasize baptism in talking to others about salvation, they are at fault and should emphasize everything Jesus said about forgiveness. If, however, Christians are accused of teaching only baptism because their critics have not been baptized for salvation, and are feeling guilty, the issue is no longer with man but with God.
We would love to study the Bible with you to see what it says to other religious questions you might have. That’s what God wants us to do with all religious teachings! 1 John 4:1 says, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” The Bereans were commended for their investigative approach to religious teachings – “– “These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11).  

Contact us today if we can help you in any way. 
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