Language of Ashdod
 
One of the problems that developed from the Jews being in Babylonian Captivity was a generation was raised in ignorance of God’s will. This was highlighted when Nehemiah observed those returning from captivity:
In those days I also saw Jews who had married women of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab. And half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod, and could not speak the language of Judah, but spoke according to the language of one or the other people. (Neh. 13:23, 24)
The problem with Jews speaking Ashdod was it revealed a violation of God’s will regarding Jews marrying only other Jews (v. 25). Jewish children having only an Ashdod vocabulary confirmed a Jew had married a non-Jew. Likewise, when a Christian is influenced by the world their vocabulary will reflect it. A few phrases that reveal the modern language of Ashdod are:
BORN AGAIN CHRISTIAN. The only source for this phrase is with men for God never used such language. There is no concept like this in the Bible because a person can only be a Christian if they are born again. To say a person is a born again Christian is like saying you are going to the “tooth dentist” for a cleaning. Would you refer to a dentist this way? Why not? Because the term dentist is defined as one who cares for, extracts, or repairs teeth. Likewise, a Christian is one who has been born again in Christ (John 3:3-5). There has never been a Christian who was not born again. 
JESUS IS MY PERSONAL SAVIOR. I suppose this is in contrast to an impersonal savior! Where does the Bible use such language? “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son...” Jesus is the same Savior for everyone, and does not customize redemption for each person. “Work out your own salvation” is not a license to find your own plan of salvation, despite what those influenced by Ashdod might think (Matt. 7:21). To say Jesus is your personal Savior is like saying the sun is your personal star. Can you claim individual rights to something given for the benefit of all? 
MY PASTOR. In the New Testament, a pastor is a man who works with other pastors of one congregation in caring for the spiritual needs of that particular church (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1-4). There was always a plurality of these men who had to meet strict qualifications to be appointed to the work (Titus 1:5-9). They are also known as bishops, elders, and overseers. A single pastor was never over one congregation, nor was the term used to describe an evangelist’s or preacher’s work. Pastor, Reverend, Father, and other such religious titles are not from God but from Ashdod.
Our vocabulary reveals our understanding of God’s will. “For this reason we also...do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him…” (Col. 1:9, 10).  
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